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The Canal Society of New York State 

brings together canal enthusiasts from 

across the state, to learn about the 

history, development and on-going 

activities associated with the  

numerous canal systems found 

throughout the state.  Its activities 

include:  the protection of historic 

canal sites, and features; support for 

the revitalization of canals, the  

development of canal ports,  

recreational facilities, canal trails and 

other related amenities, and; the  

presentation or interpretation of canal 

history and related topics.  Founded in 

Buffalo on October 13, 1956, the  

Canal Society is a not for profit  

educational organization, that  

provides a forum for visiting canal 

sites around the state and an  

opportunity for sharing information, 

and ideas relevant to preserving the 

history and traditions of the canal as 

well as promoting ideas for continued 

revitalization and development of it.  

Membership is open to individuals 

interested in learning more about the 

history of canals and supporting the 

revitalization of canals.  Benefits  

include two issues of Bottoming Out 

per year, access to individuals with 

extensive knowledge of canals and the 

opportunity to participate in any of the 

field trips to canal sites throughout the 

United States, Canada, and Europe 

that are sponsored and run by the  

canal society.   

 
Individual membership in the Society is $30/

year and family membership is $40.  You can 
visit the Societyôs web site for detailed  

membership information or contact Anita 

Cottrell, - Treasurer (see her entry in the list to 
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Bottoming Out is published twice a year:  
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The Bottoming Out Extra is not a digital version of the Bottoming Out that was mailed to the membership. It 

is an appendix to the issue. In it you will find the extra photos and maps that I could not include in the issue, 

and some photos that deserve to be seen in full color, something we can not do with the paper version.  

 

Want a copy of the printed version? They are mailed to the membership twice a year, winter and summer, and 

are a benefit of membership in the Society.  

 

 

 

 

Submission Guidelines for Bottoming Out.  

It is the intent of the Canal Society to provide its members and the canal community a scholarly journal,  

containing in-depth and well-researched articles.  All authors or submitters should keep the following in mind: 

1) All articles should contain as full a citation that is possible.  The standard citation is the Chicago method, but there are 

times that this might not be possible.  Our goal is to provide the canal community and other  

researchers with the best possible reference which could serve as the foundation for additional study. 

2) You can also send in historic newspaper articles.  If you run across an interesting piece from an old  

newspaper, you can submit it as long as you can provide the name of the paper and date of publication. 

3) The Canal Society reserves the right to refuse any material we feel does not fit the mission of the Society. 

4) In all cases, you must provide your name, address and email on all submitted material. This is required in case the editor 

of Bottoming Out needs more information or clarification.  

A Note to Readers  

The Editorial staff welcomes your ideas  and thoughts concerning the Bottoming Out . If you have ideas for articles that you would 

like to see covered, please pass them along. Or if you have corrections or additions concerning past articles, we also welcome your 

input. The discussion of history is greatly benefited when people are willing to put forth their thoughts and findings.  

A barge enters Lock 12 at Fort Hunter in this undated postcard photograph.  

Found in the CSNYS postcard collection. 
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Enlarged Erie  

 

Frickôs Patent of  Double  

Headers (1877) and Lock 

Lengthening.  

 

Written by Thomas X. Grasso 
 

 

The drawing below is from the Annual Report covering the year 1877. It shows a 

powered boat pushing a non-powered boat. It is difficult to see, but the lead boat is 

called the Wm. Frick No.1 and the steamer is the Wm. Frick No.2. 

 

The postcard view page shows a animal pulled doubleheader along the canal at  

Durhamville. The steering wheel (A) can be seen located in front of the rear cabin 

on the first boat. Steering ropes (B) can just be made out between the boats.  

 

Facing Page- The top photo was taken at Lock 52, Port Byron, and it shows the 

wooden walk way along the lengthened chamber. The bottom photo shows about 

the same at Fort Plain, but with a slightly different design.  

A B 
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